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As  the  Nation's  principal  conservation  agency,  the  Department  of  the  Interior  has  responsibility  for  most  of  our  nationally  owned 
public  lands  and  natural  resources.  This  includes  fostering  the  wisest  use  of  our  land  and  water  resources,  protecting  our  fish  and 
wildlife,  preserving  the  environmental  and  cultural  values  of  our  national  parks  and  historical  places,  and  providing  for  the  enjoyment 
of  life  through  outdoor  recreation.  The  Department  assesses  our  energy  and  mineral  resources  and  works  to  assure  that  their 
development  is  in  the  best  interest  of  all  our  people.  The  Department  also  has  a  major  resonsibility  for  American  Indian  reservation 
communities  for  people  who  live  in  Island  Territories  under  U.S.  administration. 
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Spokane,  WA  99202 


Dear  Reader: 

The. Spokane-Resource  Management -PlanJtecord  of. Decision. was  issued  over  four  years  ago. 
Since  then,  the  district  has  prepared  and  distributed  an  annual  summary  or  progress  report 
defining  the  progress  that  has  been  made  toward  implementing  that  plan.  This  brochure  is  the 
fourth  such  progress  summary.  Like  the  previous  three,  this  one  is  not  intended  to  be  a 
comprehensive  statement  of  all  the  district's  activities  in  1990,  but  rather  a  brief  report  of  these 
activities.  Because  this  document  being  sent  to  you  during  the  middle  of  1991  a  discussion  of 
some  of  the  activities  that  have  occurred  in  1991  along  with  some  of  the  activities  that  are 
tentatively  scheduled  for  FY91  is  also  included. 

For  additional  information  about  any  aspect  of  this  progress  report  or  the  Spokane  District 
Resource  Management  Plan,  please  contact:  Mr.  Joseph  Buesing,  Spokane  District  Manager  or 
Ms.  Ann  Aldrich,  Border  Resource  Area  Manager  at  East  4217  Main  Avenue  Spokane,  WA 
99202  (509)  353-2570  or  Mr.  James  Fisher,  Wenatchee  Resource  Area  Manager  at  1133  North 
Western  Avenue,  Wenatchee,  WA  98801  (509)  662-4223. 


Sincerely  yours, 

ft .       Joseph  K.  Buesing 
District  Manager 


SPOKANE  DISTRICT 
PLANNING  UPDATE 

1990  PROGRAM  SUMMARY 

Plan  Monitoring,  Maintenance  and 
Interagency  Coordination 

All  BLM  resource  programs  are  coordinated 
with  affected  or  interested -federal  agencies, 
state  and  local  governments,  tribal  leaders, 
interest  groups  and  landowners.  BLM  staff 
routinely  review  and  comment  on  proposed 
plans,  programs  and  policies  of  other  public 
agencies  whenever  public  land  resources  may 
be  affected.  This  process  helps  to  identify 
emerging  trends  or  potential  issues  which 
may  affect  program  effectiveness  or 
implementation  priorities. 


Planning 

The  Spokane  District  issued  a  federal  register 
notice   on   May    19,    1989   initiating   the 


planning  process  for  a  Resource  Management 
Plan  Amendment.  The  purpose  of  this  RMP 
amendment  is  to  provide  supplemental 
program  guidance  for  fluid  minerals  after  the 
completion  of  the  1987  Spokane  RMP,  BLM 
Manual  Section  1624.2  and  policies 
concerning  the  fluid  minerals  program. 

Two  additional  issues  in  the  initial  RMP  to 
be  reviewed  or  amended  include  Areas  of 
Critical  Environmental  Concern  and  minor 
changes  to  the  Off  Road  Vehicle 
designations...  The. .Draft .RMP  amendment 
will  be  issued  in  late  FY  91. 

A  notice  of  realty  action  involving  a 
proposed  land  exchange  with  Washington 
Department  of  Natural  Resources  was 
published  in  the  federal  register  in  January 
1990.  This  exchange  would  result  in  the 
consolidation  of  lands  by  both  agencies  in 
western  Washington.  This  exchange  is 
scheduled  for  completion  in  FY92. 

In  Fiscal  Year  1990,  the  Spokane  District 
completed  a  Plan  Analysis  for  Iceberg  Point 
and  Point  Colville  in  the  San  Juan  Islands. 
One  protest  was  received  and  subsequently 
resolved  in  January  1991. 

Forest  Management  Program 

The  Spokane  District  has  one  timber  sale 
under  contract.  Harvesting  operations  have 
been  completed,  and  the  contractor  is  in  the 
process  of  conducting  "timbersale  close-out." 
These  operations  include  disposal  of  logging 
slash,  closing  of  unnecessary  roads  and 
seeding  of  disturbed  areas. 

A  precommercial  thinning  area  of  65  acres 
near  Northport,  Washington  was  contracted 
in  FY  90.  This  thinning  was  part  of  840 
acres  identified  as  needing  treatment.   Stand 
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densities  range  from  800  to  1500  stems/acre 
and  consist  predominantly  of  lodgepole  pine 
and  western  larch.  The  objective  of  this 
thinning  and  those  in  the  near  future  is  to 
achieve  a  stand  of  about  220  stems/acre. 
This  is  based  on  a  14-foot  x  14-foot  spacing. 

Two  additional  timber  sales  and  another 
precommercial  thinning  will  be  worked  on  in 
FY  91. 

A  coordinated  resource  management  plan 
will  be  initiated  on  the  public  land  in  the 
Huckleberry  Mountain  Range  west  of 
Chewelah,  Washington.  This  plan  will 
address  the  timber  and  recreational 
resources. 


recreational  activities. 

The  Yakima  River  Canyon,  located  south  of 
Ellensburg,  continues  to  draw  visitors  from 
all  over  the  region.  The  Recreation 
Management  Plan  that  was  prepared  in  1988 
is  nearly  two-thirds  implemented. 

In  1990,  a  Recreation  Technician  was  again 
stationed  in  the  Yakima  River  Canyon  from 
May  through  October.  His  responsibilities 
are  to  maintain  facilities  at  the  recreation 
sites^and  to  provide  visitors-  with  -general 
information  about  permitted  and  non- 
permitted  uses. 
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Fuel  wood  was  offered  to  the  public  for  sale 
at  $5.00  per  cord,  and  70  cords  were  sold. 

Recreation  Management  Program 

The  popularity  of  public  lands  for 
♦recreational  purposes  continues  to 
increase.    The  types  of  use  vary  widely  and 
include  both  motorized  and  nonmotorized 


Last  summer,  the  Department  of  Ecology's 
Youth  Corps  worked  for  six  weeks  in  the 
YRC  cleaning  up  the  river  banks  and  road 
shoulders. 

Permanent  restrooms  were  installed  at  the 
Roza  Recreation  site  this  spring.  Picnic 
tables  were  also  installed  this  summer  at  the 
Roza  and  Squaw  Creek  Recreation  sites. 


Wilderness  Management  Program 

The  Juniper  Dunes  Wilderness  receives 
increasing  visitor  use.  Though  no  public 
access  exists  to  the  Area,  a  BLM  recreation 
technician  patrols  it.  Visitor  use,  safety, 
and  facility  maintenance  is  the  current 
emphasis. 

The    Rattlesnake    Ridge    Riders    of    the 
Backcountry  Horsemen  of  Washington  have- 
continued  to  assist  the  BLM  in  removing 
more  of  the  obsolete  fences  in  the  Juniper 
Dunes  Wilderness.  Over  40  volunteers  from 
the  BHW  worked  on  two  occasions  this  year. 
Horse-drawn  wagons  were  used  to  remove 
materials  from  the  wilderness  in  an  effort  to 
minimize  disturbance  and  demonstrate  that 
the  minimum  tool  concept  in  wilderness 
management  can  be  practical  and  efficient. 
More  work  remains,  and  it  will  be  a  few 
more  years  before  the  job  is  completed.  The 
cooperative  agreement  entered  into  with  the 
Rattlesnake  Ridge  Riders  continues  to  benefit 
both  parties. 


In  addition  to  the  Backcountry  Horsemen 
another  group  working  with  the  BLM  is  the' 
Eastern  Washington  Dirt  Riders,  an  active 
ORV  group.  The  EWDR  have  assisted  the 
BLM  ranger  assigned  to  the  area  in 
patrolling  the  exterior  boundary  of  the 
Wilderness.  They  have  assisted  on  several 
occasions  in  the  general  clean  up  of  the 
adjacent  areas,  particularly  the  trail  heads 
where  both  the  Wilderness  users  and  the 
ORV  recreationists  embark  from. 

In  1987,  registration  boxes  were  placed  at 
the  trail  heads  and  the  general  parking  area. 
The  data  we  obtained  from  them 
indicated  that  visits  to  the  wilderness  have 
increased  by  about  250  percent,  from  320 
visits  in  1987  to  nearly  800  visits  in  1990. 
Indication  is  that  use  will  continue  to  grow. 

The  Border  Resource  Area  staff  continues  to 
monitor  the  use.  Up  to  this  point,  there  have 
not  been  any  noticeable  changes  caused  by 
visitor  use.  The  established  Limits  of 
Acceptable  Change  have  not  been  exceeded. 


JUNIPER  FOREST  MANAGEMENT  AREA 
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Noxious  Weeds  Control  Program 


Over  100  noxious  weed  infestations  in 
over  30  counties  have  been  mapped  by  the 
district.       Memoranda    of   Understanding 
(MOU's)  for  cooperative  weed  control  have 
been   developed   with  five  of  the  county 
noxious      weed      boards      where      major 
infestations  occur.   About  50  noxious  - 
weed  infestations  have  received  initial 
treatment.    Another  20  received  follow  up 
treatments  stemming  from  previous- years' 
initial  treatment. 


Applying  herbicides  with  backpack  sprayer. 

During  1990,  another  67  noxious  weed 
infestations  were  inventoried  that  involved- 
580  acres  of  public  land;  measures  to  control 
these  infestations  were  specified  in  an 
environmental  assessment  and  will  be 
implemented  in  spring  and  summer  1991. 
The  methods  employed  included  both 
mechanical  treatment  and  the  use  of 
herbicides. 


Applying  herbicides  with  ground  vehicle. 

Grazing  Management  Program 

A  total  of  379  Section  15  grazing  leases 
covering  218,000  acres  of  public  land  are 
administered  by  the  Spokane  District.  In  the 
Spokane  District  Resource  Management 
Plan,  the  grazing  leases  were  grouped  into 
three  management  priorities:  Improve  (I), 
Maintain  (M)  and  Custodial  (C).  High 
potential  for  improved  management  was 
identified  for  the  16  allotments  in  the  I- 
category  involving  50,385  acres  of  Public 
land.  These  grazing  allotments  have 
received  the  highest  priority  for  monitoring 
and  intensive  management.  The  24 
allotments  in  the  M-category  have  second 
priority  to  ensure  that  management  remains 
satisfactory:  This  involves  another  34,000 
acres  of  public  land. 

Monitoring  was  done  on  60  grazing  leases  in 
1990  which  involved  collection  of  data  on 
forage  utilization,  actual  livestock  use  and 
climate  for  both  high  priority  Improve  (I) 
and  Maintain  (M)  category  leases.  In 
addition,  trends  in  range  condition  have  also 
been  monitored.  This  data  will  help 
determine  whether  management  objectives 


are  being  met,  and  if  not,  where  change  in 
management  is  needed  to  achieve  objectives. 
Trends  in  range  condition  are  monitored  at 
least  once  ever  10  years  on  the  remaining 
315  Custodial  (C)  category  allotments  to 
determine  if  there  is  a  need  for  more 
intensive  management. 

Monitoring  data  have  been  collected  over  the 
last  four  years  for  all  I-category  allotments, 
and  over  the  last  three  years  for  all  M- 
category  allotments.  The  district  has 
constructed  spring  developments,  pipelines, 
cattle  guards  and  fences  as  defined  in  the 
final  Spokane  RMP  and  the  nine  District 
AllotmentManagement  Plans  (AMP.'s),.  (An 
AMP  is  a  specific  management  plan  for  a 
grazing  lease  that  is  designed  to  achieve  the 
broad  objectives  of  the  RMP.) 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Habitat 
Management  Program 

The  Spokane  District  contains  a  remarkable 
diversity  of  wildlife  habitats  including  desert, 
forests,  lakes,  streams  and  alpine  meadows. 


Important  species  on  these  lands  include 
mule  deer  and  white  tail  deer,  elk,  bighorn 
sheep,  mountain  goat,  nine  species  of  upland 
game  birds,  fish  and  hundreds  of  non-game 
birds,  mammals,  reptiles  and  amphibians. 
Some  of  these  species  are  in  special  status 
categories  under  federal  and  state  law. 
Many  habitats,  including  those  dominated  by 
sagebrush  or  those  with  riparian  areas 
represent  crucial  habitat  for  a  variety  of 
species. 

This  past  year,  over  10,000  acres  of  crucial 
habitats  were  acquired  through  land 
exchange.  A  number  of  habitat  enhancement 
projects  were  developed,  many  in 
cooperation  with  local  conservation  and 
outdoor  groups.  The  primary  focus  of  these 
projects  and  exchanges  was  for  aquatic  and 
riparian  habitats  and  habitats  for  candidate  or 
sensitive  plants  and  animals. 


Habitat  management  plans  will  be  developed 
for  areas  requiring  special  attention.  One 
such  area  involves  the  public  land  on  Mt. 
Hull  in  Okanogan  County,  southeast  of  the 
town  of  Oroville.  Development  continues  on 
the  Mt.  Hull  Habitat  Management  Plan 
(HMP)  for  bighorn  sheep.  This  plan  should 
be  completed  in  the  1991  program  year. 


Cultural  Resources  Program 


Minerals  Management  Program 


During     1990,     4,011     acres     of    BLM 
administered  land  were  surveyed  for 
cultural  resources.    The  surveys  resulted  in 

"  locating   15  historic  and  prehistoric   sites. 
The  survey  information  is  on  file  in  the 

,  Spokane  District  BLM  Office  and  is  also 
available  at  the  Office  of  Archaeology  and 
Historic  Preservation  in  Olympia.    None  of 
the  prehistoric  and  historical  features 
will  be  detrimentally  impacted  by  any  of 
the  BLM's  proposed  management  activitiesr 

Native     American     cultural     resources 
consultants  were  contacted  about  project 
areas  having  traditional  use  concerns, 
and  their  advice  was  put  into  project 
plans.   A  number  of  sites  were  revisited 
to  assess  looting  damage  and  to  develop  anti- 
vandalism  measures. .  Active  site  monitoring 
and  protection  measures  will  continue  to 
be  enforced  in  FY  91. 


The  minerals  program  remains  diverse. 
District  geologists  processed  77  notices 
and  plans  for  mining  operations  and 
conducted  140  inspections  of  existing  mining 
claims.  One  enforcement  action  was 
undertaken  as  a  result  of  these  inspections. 
Five  plans  for  material  sales,  such  as  the  sale 
of  sand  and  gravel,  were  also  processed  in 
1990. 

Recommendations  for  oil  and  gas  leasing 
were  made  on  84  tracts  of  public  land. 
These  recommendations  were  based  on  the 
Spokane  Resource  Management  Plan. 

The  Centralia  Coal  Mine,  the  largest  leasable 
mining  operation  on  federal  lands  in 
Washington  State,  has  two  leases 
administered  by  the  Spokane  District 
involving  521  acres.  In  1990,  coal 
production  on  federal  lands  was  about 


664,000  tons.     Annually,  the  entire  mine 
produces  about  five  million  tons  of  clean 
coal.   Royalties  from  the  federal  leases 
for  1990  are  estimated  to  be  $133,000. 

The  district  continues  to  carry  out  trust 
responsibility  throughout  the  state  for  Native 
American  mineral  development,  operations 
and  reclamation.  This  work  involves 
providingjechnical  expertise  and  advice  to 
27  Native  American  Reservations  for  2.5 
million  acres  of  tribal  land.  Typical  projects 
include  gold,  silver,  uranium,  .quarry  EQck 
and  sand  and  gravel  operations. 

Endangered,  Threatened  or 
Sensitive  Species  Habitat 

In  1990,  the  BLM  entered  into  a  contract 
with  the  Washington  State  Department  of 
Natural  Resources  Natural  Heritage  Program 
to  conduct  plant  community  inventories. 
These  inventories  focused  on  identifying  and 
evaluating  important  habitats,  including, 
riparian  areas  and  suspected  T/E  plant 
species  habitat.  Also  targeted  were  those 
unique/important  plant  communities  that 
could  be  in  jeopardy.  Under  this  contract, 
4,500  acres  of  public  land  were  inventoried 
in  various  locations.-  M 

Six  monitoring  projects  on  five  Federal 
Candidate  rare  plants  were  completed, 
including  Astralagus  sinuatus,  Astralagus 
columbianus,  Tauschia  hooveri,  Polemonium 
Pectination  and  two  locations  of  Lomatiwn 
tuberosum.  A  special  emphasis  was  given  to 
the  Polemonium  pectination  to  develop 
methods  to  control  Canada  thistle  which  were 
effective  but  not  harmful  to  the  rare  plant. 
A  community  restoration  proposal  was 
jointly  developed  with  the  Forest  Service 
Research  Station  for  long  term  recovery  of 
the  riparian  area  and  rare  plant  populations. 


The  evaluations  have  not  identified  any 
incompatible  uses. 

Inventory  of  7,500  acres  was  completed  for 
three  Federal  Candidate  plant  species: 
Tauschia  hooveri,  Polemonium  pectinatum 
and  Roripa  Columbia  and  two  Bureau 
Sensitive  species:  Cypripedium  fasiculatum 
and  calceolus  var.  parviflorum.  Eight  new 
site,  locations  were  found  as  a  result  of  this 
effort. 

T/E  inventories  were  conducted  in  support  of 
Range,  Forestry,  Minerals,  Lands  and 
Wildlife  programs.  These  inventories  were 
conducted  to  determine  whether  or  not  T/E 
species  would  be  effected.  Over  9,000  acres 
were  inventoried  as  a  result. 

In  1991,  over  1,100  acres  of  public  land 
were  targeted  for  inventory  for  five  specific 
special  status  plants:  Roripa  Columbia, 
Tauschia  hooveri,  Cryptantha  interupta, 
Cryptantha  leucophaea,  and  Polemonium 
pectinatum.  When  completed,  the  inventory 
will  determine  the  importance  of  the  public 
land  parcels  to  the  existence  of  the  specific 
habitats. 

Under  the  Challenge  Cost  Share  program, 
botanists  from  the  Washington  Natural 
Heritage  Program  inventoried  over  7,000 
acres  of  public  land  in  the  Rock  Creek  and 
Huckleberry  Mountains  Management  Areas. 
These  inventories  were  conducted  to 
determine  the  quality  of  riparian  habitat,  the 
existence  or  non-existence  of  any  T/E  or 
Sensitive  Species  or  the  presence  of  any 
unique  plant  communities.  This  information 
is  currently  being  evaluated  and  will  be 
incorporated  into  the  respective  activity 
plans. 


Fire  Management 

The  Spokane  District  is  responsible  for 
wildfires  occurring  on  320,000  acres  of 
public    lands    within    the    boundaries    of 

'  Washington  State.    Half  of  these  lands  are 
under  formal  protection  agreements  with  six 

,  national  forests  and  the  state  of  Washington. 
Of  the  remainder,  one-third  are  protected 
under  formal  agreements-  -with-three-eouaty — 
fire  protection  districts.    The  rest  lie  within 
county  fire  protection  districts  with  whom 
the  BLM  has  no  formal  agreements  or- are-- 
outside  these  districts  and  are  part  of  "no 
man's  land."    Fires  on  or  threatening  these 
lands  are  responded  to  by  a  variety  of 
landowners  and  agencies,  including  BLM 
initial  attack  forces. 

In  1990,  the  Spokane  District's  Fire 
Management  Activity  Plan,  calling  for  a 
combination  of  initial  attack  and  contracted 
fire  suppression,  was  approved.  The  BLM 
also  initiated  a  formal  agreement  with  the 


Chelan  County  Fire  Protection  District 
(FPD)  #1  and  Douglas  County  FPD  #1 
covering  parts  or  all  of  Chelan,  Douglas, 
Kittitas  and  Yakima  Counties.  This  year, 
BLM  added  Lincoln  County  to  the  existing 
agreement  and  initiated  an  agreement  with 
the  Benton  County  FPD  #1  to  protect  Benton 
and  Franklin  Counties.  The  Spokane  District 
also  added  a  Remote  Automated  Weather 
Station  in  Stevens  County  to  the  fire  weather 
data  bank,  providing  more  localized  fire 
weather  in  the  area. 

The  1991  fire  season,  midway  through,  has 
seen  15  fires  involving  BLM  lands  or,  initial 
attack  efforts,  burning  over  4,000  acres.  Of 
these,  600  acres  were  managed  by  the  BLM. 
Although  fire  activity  is  less  than  the 
previous  year,  lightning  activity  has  been 
high.  On  August  6,  over  7,000  lightning 
strikes  occurred  in  the  area  over  a  24  hour 
period.  On  the  map  shown  below,  each  plus 
or  minus  (+  or  -)  represents  a  single  strike. 


Bureau  of  Land  Management  :  Initial  Attack  Management  System 
TITLE:  WASHINGTON  SCALE:  BEMZM     =  50  MILES 


Hazardous  Materials  Program 

Progress  continues  on  efforts  to  resolve  a 
pesticide  contamination  problem  on  public 
land  at  the  old  Oroville  landfill.  It  was  the 
site  of  debris  disposal  in  1969  after  an 
agricultural  chemical  warehouse  fire  in  the 
town  of  Oroville,  Washington.  The  BLM 
has  begun  a  forward  search  for  parties  that 
may  potentially-  be  fou«d~ responsible— &>*■- 
clean-up  costs  incurred  by  the  government. 
In  addition,  the  BLM  plans  to  authorize  a 
contract  by-  Fall  1991-  that-  will-  identify- 
feasible  options  for  treatment  or  clean-up  of 
the  landfill.  Use  of  potentially  hazardous 
chemicals  on  public  lands  continues  to  be 
watched.  Policy  and  procedures  are  being 
further  refined  to  protect  natural  resources 
and  the  public. 

Wild  Horse  and  Burro  Program 


BLM  will  continue  to  pursue  additional 
exchanges  as  the  opportunities  present 
themselves. 

Since  completion  of  the  RMP/ROD,  six 
exchanges  have  occurred,  adding  over 
24,000  acres  of  formerly  private  land  to  the 
BLM's  public  land  base  in  Washington. 
Much  of  the  land  involved  in  these 
exchanges  consolidated  public  land  holdings 
within  the  Saddle  Mountains,  Douglas  Creek 
and  Juniper  Forest  Management  Areas  and 
possess,  high,  xange,  recreation,  watershed 
and  wildlife  values.  In  the  Scattered  Tracts 
Management  Area,  important  riparian,  fish 
and  wildlife  habitats  were  acquired,  mostly 
in  Lincoln  County. 

District  Realty  Specialists  also  issued  10 
highway,  road,  utility  and  communication 
site  right-of-ways. 


In  1990  and  1991,  the  program  emphasis 
shifted  from  adoption  to  program 
compliance.  During  1990,  35  compliance 
checks  were  made.  Of  these,  only  7  were 
found  to  be  out  of  compliance,  in  which  case 
the  BLM  took  control  and  reassigned  the 
animals  to  other  adopters.  Charges  have 
been 
filed  on  one  of  these  cases. 


Lands  and  Realty  Program 

Land  Tenure  Adjustment  and  Access  to 
public  lands  was  given  high  priority  in  the 
Spokane  District  RMP/ROD.  The  ROD 
identified  land  exchanges  as  the  primary 
method  for  land  tenure  adjustments.  These 
exchanges  emphasize  consolidation  of  public 
lands  within  the  Management  Areas  in  order 
to  enhance  management  of  public  lands  and 
increase  public  access  to  those  lands.    The 
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